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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CCO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 

USSS-00 INRE-00 NSAE-00 /031 W 

095505 

O 271030Z OCT 73 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5301 

SEC RET JIDDA 4721 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, XF 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI/EGYPTIAN CEASEFIRE AND IMPACT ON SAG 
REF: JIDDA 4358; 4375; 4708 

SUMMARY: HUMILATING COLLAPSE OF EGYPTIAN THIRD 
ARMY COULD DAMAGE SADAT AND DEPRESS U.S.-SAUDI 
RELATIONS; IMPLEMENTATION OF CEASEFIRE MOVES OF 
OCT 22 AND 23 (AS STATED BY SECRETARY IN OCT 25 
PRESS CONFERENCE) COULD AVERT THIS DANGER. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. VARIOUS REPORTS REACHING JIDDA INDICATE BULK 
OF EGYPTIAN THIRD ARMY ON WEST BANK IN DIRE 
STRAITS; ITS COMPLETE COLLAPSE EITHER THROUGH 
SURRENDER OR SOME DESPERATE AND UNSUCCESSFUL 
RESORT TO FORCE MAY DIMINISH MILITARY CREDIBILITY 
AND SELF-RESPECT SADAT NEEDS TO BE A RESPONSIBLE 
AND VALID PARTY IN ANY NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PERMANENT 
SETTLEMENT. 

2. IMPORTANCE OF CEASEFIRE BEING REACHED WITHOUT 
PUBLIC HUMILATION OF GOE HAS ALREADY BEEN POINTED 
OUT BY REFTELS OVER PAST THREE WEEKS. AT THIS 
JUNCTURE, HOWEVER, BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT AGAIN TO 

SECRET 
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STRESS THAT EGYPTIAN MILITARY DEBACLE THAT WOULD 
CAUSE SADAT TO RETREAT TO PARANOID POLICIES OF 
FORMER TIMES WOULD ALSO FURTHER STRAIN RELATIONS 
BETWEEN U.S. AND SAG. (NOTE HEYKAL IS ALREADY 
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SPEAKING OF U.S. ASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL BEING 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CHECKING INITIAL SUCCESS OF ARAB 
ARMIES. 

3. WE MAY BE FACED WITH RAPIDLY DEVELOPING 
SITUATION ON WEST BANK OF CANAL BUT IT WOULD BE 
USEFUL IF WE COULD OBTAIN ISRAEL'S ADHERENCE TO 
CEASEFIRE OF OCT 22 AND TO FOLLOW-UP RESOLUTION 
ON OCT 23, WHICH CALLED ON THE PARTICIPANTS TO 
OBSERVE THE CEASEFIRE AND TO RETURN TO THE PLACES 
FROM WHICH THE FIGHTING STARTED. THESE POINTS 
WERE WELL STATED BY SECRETARY IN HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE OCT 25; IF CARRIED OUT. THEY COULD 
WELL BE OF ASSISTANCE BOTH TO SADAT AND TO OUR 
INTERESTS IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

AKINS 

SECRET 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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